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it is not merely by some formula of organisation that we shall
in a moment find a solution for the harassing problems of the
hour, nor yet of the more fundamental problems that will
perhaps always be with us; but we can at any rate prevent the
inevitable material difficulties from being augmented by those
which spring from traditional prejudices, political rivalries,
and inability to come to a permanent understanding. We
must not add to natural obstacles other difficulties created
by ourselves. In these days, when every one is inclined first
of all to do his utmost to help his own country, we must make
sure that our efforts are not rendered in part useless by*
mutually conflicting purposes, by lack of organisation, and
by anarchy.

In each country, therefore, the responsible Government
departments must be enabled to arrive speedily at the solution
of technical questions which, if not identical in each country,
are at least very similar. Doubtless certain countries may
have to abandon some of their traditional methods to secure
agreement on such questions; but this will be in their own
interest as well as in the interest of others. Perhaps the
difficulties will be less in problems of transit and communica-
tions than in other fields, and it may be that the change from
the fundamental independence of the old system to the new
method of co-ordination will not be so hard as one might
expect. It seems clear that the march of technical progress,
if unhampered by political complications, would long ago
have condemned to isolation and ruin all those who would
have dared to refuse trial to some system of international
collaboration.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS

The League of Nations has now begun the creation of
international technical organisations destined to possess a
degree of stability and prestige of world-wide significance.
This is certainly true geographically, as the number of partici-